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Materisl is entirely editorislly writton, unloss Othoytiiso. creditsd, Lerry Shaw
criginated the eontents~page fommat ia tho first meiling. This, somewhat egainst my
rormal inclinations, ie the polemic issue of TWMBRILS, and don't say you didn't ark
for it., (Shaw's languago, w0, somehow or othor.)

Vanguardifs interosted in tho arts are askod to show RENASCEIOE to their friends.
~he book includes both critical and ercstive mstorisl, Inocidcntelly, it negds con-
Wributions of both kinds as woll.e SR ! .
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published for the Vo aguard Mzateur Press Aesociatiop by Jemes Blish, at 737 Waeh—- ‘
inbton Stroet, Nocw York 14, New York, = ‘ o o, B

AM‘MOASSAR

Rcading 18 a serioue business not necessarily oo.zﬂne& to 'booka. ‘I o not thimk
necessary, in view of that statement and i%s implicstioas, %4 thumb any peppercorns .
in the dircction ,of Donakd &, Wollheim's n.ill; for 1£ I verc to produce & 1list of’

Socialist "bssic texts". ning pagcs long, L6 would 86811 considcéy the list  inade-

quate 80 long o8 I still showed some doubts about tho essential holiness of the eub~
Jooty ond es for pointing out to hin thet there arc ‘other windows Aa soolety than
textbooks = or cven novels by Dos Possos = thot 18 @ procadurc nnt calculated to im-
prcss a mon who knove only two oatocories of the written word. '

S ’Mke Mr, Tollheim, I

an generally reductant -4, .‘mstian the label & man’ appnea or doalos for himself;

wnliko him, I do not honor such a claim ia one. porsgraph’in order to lightly imply )
the opoosite'in tho nexyt, becBuso I iaww thet in thet very possible Mutuwre for which
he hopcs, mcn are shot-upoa the twa of swh's phraee. . Ma:w of .the executed will
haw called thmsclves ‘Soclallsts, = Erdde :
i I'v. real v 1lo0% of t&se mm. . Alao I hovc  read

the Bible &ad Poul Buayen, thet is to sey the DAILY WORKFR euad the HEV M..S"Es.rath-
cr frequently of late... ..nd, ualikc Mr, Wollhcin. I ax ot 50 blinded By the notion
_ thubt a vest and succeseful military mechiae insures th:' ssclal perfeotipa of its no-
tion, ac to be wiedle o resd other mCwspupcrs und megamings, and even an oocasional
history buoik, with agkye touard whet is happening instead of what I vant to be hap-
Perﬂ.m' v e e M esseney

Also I have resd, come texts; . but these I ueliberaeulv undervalue. to empha-
size that tiere ers still othw ways of fi.mli.x« tidogs out, besldes the priects and.
the remsgudes, if ous hes not yet domed blinkers, Bub why list thom, £or @ man se
single-ainded and' hwi orlesa that he doos not hesitate t0.write "the polluted anti-
‘Soviet press™ Want does it zutber what informntion I £ob sbout the USSR, or whore:
C I zet it? If:A% Ay onti-Sovie i, 4t s polluted =nd unreliasble; 4if A% is pro-Sovi-
ct, it.is 2rpe.. -*m—r} this ons-value orivntetion, Jim Bligh, "mver vo:y strong on '
1o: J\c," is supoosed to' r'ake ‘@ logicnl le"ensnt on the USSR, ...

SESARDT I:L‘ ;—1&'#. the ‘intellec~
tual tricikster. ng, Stalindot friends imegine v, I should -here ok m:-. '7011he£ra to
‘rot out for nc a 1t of the bookd on lpeio he has ruaed, Im‘u'eayiw mll content
nyself with q‘,spaoiﬁo .regztation. Ci'pe B 0of K'I'AGGM-M L high Wmhtea to (NE. ~
AN - mUTH) Mr, Tfollnelh, charginy hunorlessly cown the rails 0f hié Gbsesslion, de-
clares, "Vhat.yiaa orig:.nfuy en 'ir": suppoaition br.ocms in t'fhu neqw aanteuca an ac-
© geabes fnct...xt t;gs oh 4 beyn uned dy. fasciets. g
" L I.ir. .?ellheim gema unable to 1mac~-
ine anyonc aiapop,eln o;(,}xin in one paragrushe Howing denued. proviaionally as a
vuprosit ion, what 1" t20hrht his attitude Yo bo, I icab on to say thot other reylies
Vere .6;:onsrebly guilts of the sa- © attitude, This ir ot ouly staﬁea &8 foct, it
e :taot * If he hed stopped flolline the air with aulbglotl_xg logg mggh t0_reread

I DAW'.8 attitude dso,ecthen I considcr it to Begees® New paragraeph. "The re-
meiufer of the réplics 'dra’ guilt:f‘ =get ityn, Wollhcin? .~ “ere puilty of Shis at~
dtude I -ould ¢chesarfalls roduca thie to swmbolic logic, which would show that no
Soavradiction or trick exists exocept butwoen the cars of the lip-reader; but unfor-
samately our czport on logic would be uasble %o reay tho c,uations, N
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thc sentonoce this might have beea oviant- 8. it is, my original provisional acocuven~-

tion of ccrclessposs has buaa rathcr thoroughly docu...entod. . _
: Mr, Wollhoim also has

opinions on pootry. ‘

----- i o 220 e e o e O e e D O Gt O U o D B O D AR P i R 0 0 et e e e
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n‘hus, at the last, the’ vooal residue ‘
Becomoe _S-suavengers- from out the Terpt pack
Playias the Pnree of Orows against the Tower - :
of Silence; crouchad on a fetld grating, S

4 sleck, complacent’ trio.; 'l‘hﬁ Parscos’ built o
Those towers for a simplo mrgoao, undoretandabw BT
“'To vultuwres;ibub tho boncs, tho shinigg. . .- . .
Bonos for whom 'ﬁha'c ‘othor spoko = - IR

'_':... Tt . ,'“‘1-
Tho flesh is gnno, tho skulls aui radii "g},j‘ P
Drép, through tho grating,, whoro bOlow, ...:.

hey can bo scon, at noqntimo, ‘when fiho, am s right,z

.

Agloam, ,uitc ot 6f roach Of. nibbling boata’,” e - .
Phe vulfurcs $rdad tho bars, their Adroppings . ;.. - T
. “Ejollow. They axg. hoopy . Hkre th.c,; rulgo .. | -

1
oeet e

LA
NS

Lasr

.:: . - s, ! - "-: A.:..Q t- - £X3 L .o,
) o i Mereps gome .

- - a2 o e B e o 0 0 o= o » - o b S - - o e -

.

. "As I oame throuc,‘m the deaert ths it raa, hlt a
) Aa 1 ogme: through the. desert.;.. AP AR ""1" H

The postmda that \Were supposed 'bo
have been ineluded. in. tha laat Muﬁ

[ drite S

wora held-t@ok. ky lack of. fundsy they - o ,-:,;f: NP j2.
vepe sent out 1a'bem¥o -khe" 37 Yenguardifs" ; L B0= . & .
wao hed seen the Pouad.dispute in. itg.enr. .. lno miqr opin:.ona B,
- tirely. The gnevers:.werse. dlvidea. 'bhuas L o
- mem m‘ber of oa:da retwd: 21
mem_@w I
. prieoned or othervisg: punished foz. g;g ul m mmﬂm's and ubscrwara 1;1
tarbime aotivitles?’ - . ?anguard veie -included in: the survey.
e "7 YES - 12 - . .he o @Xeeph. @l fot. whigo addTosses. wéry. d.u‘hr-
WO - e v mm for, mm,tm vosgpns.y
(Amers deolai'ing this. quaehion wt' y = I
anaramhle in;Blanket foms 1 ) R Hm’ner of oardé hearlw qwmurea: )
(Undecideds @ 2 ) ' ‘20’

Cards not reaching e - by d.eadlim will be tabulated @8 they cone in.
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I should 11ke to begi*nf this ?he fs og ng esaay 13 designed o »
with a coldly 1nargudble datum-' : ansévar ] q“% 1ona Whioh. have ‘b put to me
remdte from tho hothouse-.rhotw ' . by ?rlendas po ced. fpponents, and - self elested’

0rid of polemics, - The. _physi- - cnemios’, Belioving t;mt -all. ehoae peop‘.l,o will
cal soiences offor many such | find those answors 0.bo immici ‘1 havo attompt- “
data, but nono 80 gormeno to od $p oast tho matoz‘ial 48 g fom which will- mako i
the subjcot - as that prognont ~sense %o raadere mgﬂmmga with | the ‘earlisy .
series of symbols. with which " phases. of . the armentg 40 olnriry the argumente= - .
Einstein predicted & geomotry | ¢ive basca of .my 1nquis~$¢ora 1n tHelw own, words.
for t.* Outsido this consum~ . . whorevor' aaiblee and %0 éo&mnﬁ ‘tiy ‘sourees: pra~ .. -
matcly: simple -oquation ~ Yo ‘j' “Gtloally unﬁo oxtinetion, : This ast: step; is tho'* -
twentioth ~ century politioal ;. outoome 0 rimontation‘ ‘;‘ith o “sunl "Rib1i0- o
disoussion has: mbaning., -1 S - g hy upo requna‘ﬁ" nﬁtﬁti@n- T hevé -discovored”

Such an extraordinary as%b-d' «ehnt 1t 18’ onsior for most - paop ¢ to ‘néeume I am
veration - naturally Provokos ‘. umablo to documont . then te‘_mu a postoard éaking g
impationco in any mind-undfare” -'*for hat 2[; havq offorod' S
0f thc oidotio -naturs O:E twon=an : Ve T RO
tioth. contury: thoughw 'but it "ia, simplo onouéh "Eo demdnwra%o ' Ths u‘ayﬂ‘of 100k1ng e
a% hisfory nro' not numorvusi’ ‘gid can- be tickotod’ A nlstory ia 8 group of ovonmts =/ . .
not nocossarity a-chain; of a pattorn, but et losst o lump. of thinge-that-havo-nap- -
Ponod | mithor thoso. ovonts havd'c paytern, or %hoy do not. /Tf thoyp have & ‘pettorn, -
then’thispattdrn - oithor “is’ norable, o 1616 nob, 1 patborns oxie$ in history,
Jhen’ £ 557 bithdr ‘ono’ Mdmonﬁql and ant%real oxpiana'bory ono, oi sovoralo,_,.;;
M1 othd¥ af¥itudos torard nigtory fall into’ 01id;.br_gdlthor of thoso dlvisfonss = ..

1' shnfl Sso *‘tho foll‘oring"’ecgms for thams "’ﬁm ﬁo 162 that thero is nd pattorn I’
shall call -‘historicel HiKilimmi tha¥ vo, camidt knqr whothor or npt thoro is a pati- .
torn, historical skopticis ‘that thoro is a pat cm, histor:. atM ilian} thit.
thore is gno fundamcntel pm;te!'n ‘historical monigm; ‘that ther aro ‘sovoral . frroau"- e
ivlo pattorna. historipal pluraliem; -and finally , Shaty t?sro 19 8 ‘pattorn, but that
1t ictmmowable,: histord el myetlolem, Whon I rofdr Bo 40. & mam as a _a,l_:@g__ or .

@ myst¥s,“It will bo in ho' QOnao of thoso, dofinition c.l h . ‘
1 Bave’ claimed thosd, 3o }'ﬁ tionis %0 bo inclusive, and aovoral exaxgplna rih ahov'
that’they¥ aro exactly that° If opo ' is bp adéum amthes BO®sEbla attitude from, t10 ..
myriads of borderlino casos, hiatorical subjegtiviem ~ the essumption that vhatovor -
rattornf gxist arg 1mpOeod upon thé rocord By our ovn minds and honso ‘aro. oqunllv, -
wtrtgttorthy - ocomos to’ mind; but o2 momont's thought will show this to bo a epogin:
case of historical nihilism, It assumes that tho pattorn is not prasent in hiatp:y ,
but only in the mind, Similarly, evory attitude to* ard history  may bo’ reduoed %0 .
tt’0 fundamentals; . - el ool A

(1) Ejther there is pattorn (rntionanam), or I v“};-]:-; SRR

(2)." There {8 not (nihiliam,) . ‘ oy '

These aro,'0f begin dg,. ppinions, Aetually, hovever, att&tw&a (2) hes been. entireu
ly unitenadle sinco Spotember, 1903, At that date the social soionces w= bullt meiny
1y of opinions through a'"oaffolding of facts any brilliant:mind could lnterpret aay
vay 1t thought advisa‘blm mrg,,cdnfrontod with  a datwm:- ~£xom tho world of. phyeio,r
vhosg inarguability, v'hile not ghsolute, made any soqml\&amm.look 1ikae a fairy
talo, Thet datum preggntod vo¥sing proof thas "Events oxist in timo as objects o
“ist in space, rlwrcin,,such ovopts-and objcots oporste in a oenbipaun, . In . geqisl.

termss this statomont = cnforqqd upon tho vielegg gg;ucggmg;;gf Newtonisn phy siot L ‘

s b
0, the prosent issno of BISCRETE for a condcnaod atatomont of the mqth 1nvolv-- e
! FEERR TR v

!.'.'.'“. E'.' .
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-cataclyam in the oonstellation Perseus - .drove home . the concept of
;gt:e::fingirwﬁ’ca hag'@ position as well as objedts, historicel nihilism  1s out,.
for position implies interrolation,:.:i: e VT o

History, then, has pattera: Whatover the quantitative. unraliability of our sooi~
ologiocal dete, the most roliablo information that wo have =, proagmatic infommation,
information that works; information through which weo have, made’ chemicel' prodictions -
end liverated physical emergios = points tq&a:ﬂ; 2 moaningful ‘relationship of evonts, :
In the physicel sciences .we have acted upon ‘the ‘asswmpt ion, ‘supported W the Bin-

i

stein equatiops, thot & whole is primary and,grenter than the.sum of its ports, emd: '

vlsely xave done  such wnimagina®lo  (even Lf inhumen) things as tho dostruoction of . ,
Hiroshima and .tho V=2 bombing of London; “'end ¥ho'bost ‘§vidensco -tha® wa bavo that: .
this esdumption is temporary - tho Heisenborg: formula - €908 no farthoy than to:say: - : :
thet the perts are subjest to individual- and inconsequential varlation,. We ocan do, ... -
no more reasonable Or profitable,$hing then to acoept thesé. results upon $hé Jamesl
basiss “What sort. of evergday world would there bo, if this voro _truot! wo find
the world this mctaphysiocs prediots, and must 'aboep% i¢, if not os Roaly a8 tho.
History' has pattorn,....ls it kmowablo? We must assumo that .it is,. or ¥bave the .
question entirelys and this latter altormative ' 1s impossiblo vhile we 1ive in a
plonum vherein overy seot is dotorminod %o foreo its personal pattern wpon we =~ . .
wherein we are constantly subject %0 the second James tesy, "What sory of copduot =
i8 required of me-if this' is truet,,,Is it arbitrary? . If i%'1s, then the evidence - .
0f our semses, which have recorded thé supporting fact 8, ia. wtrustworthy -azd ve : ..
have seen. the evidence of our sensos ansver the pragmatis tast t@p-o.m.;;ta.ifm, '

!

such an attitude workabdle, by

Historical rationalism sttempta.to arrange "a""va“t'cdng'orio‘n".pf;oﬁ.‘leeté
(events) into o pattern upbn which * (2) prodictions may bo. made, ‘end (b) peaningful . .-
gction may bo predicated, ‘These .objeots . are of ve‘ry"difqu{,eﬁt characters; renging i
from the faot of a war to the fact of a particular soldies?s part in 1%, from tho.
Prevailing myth of a.-time to ~the orthography o0f its literatura; and the aqqio;ogise
must doolde first of all what - types 0f ovonts have ‘signifiganse and what havo oy e
and - seoondly what ‘ovonts ‘within thesd tygpes .logleally can bo.Gonsidorcd @8 objeots,
That 1sy 1s the ‘technologiocel: development of a périod a8. importsnt, Or more impor= "I
tant, then its prewailing myjthology? And is the. fadt of technical cdevolompmeng ' a . -
whole, or must it.be PBroken d®®Wn-to account Jor the effeots 0f specific ‘tochniques?
dnd 1f-the techniques themeelves-are the wnfts with which wo.ere o deal, . 18 “the .
discovery pf any one of them fortuitous or predetermined? . ... "o . i

Thus we are confronted at once with four differant kinds of r:{tib'n';a;_iatip;lﬂsgbw

2L

rical theoriesy - - . o e RS -
2, The gyolfoel - - o T T T
8. Tho monigt:. " ;. . A B ST R IR

4. The pluralisy - . .- ST LowmEREL T R

It is possible %o examine these four types g@ attitudes, without reférence to
specific-oases, since they maice certain besio assumpt 10ns gommon to.their “individu~
al representatives, Thts, in .the semse that .both view'higtory as:en ordorly pro- .
grdssion from a darkness %6 ‘é-.deqide:atumag,mﬁh Mertiam amd treditional _éupornatur- .. .
allsm are aliko, Thoy are lincar theorios i Tho mstorialism of Joso Ortoga.y gosg.: -
0t2 and'tho roforialism’ of .c:{’sx'mald,S),:'cmglcu"',g ‘agred . in ‘s - oyeligal view, rogardloss ¢

. the differencos 4n their views of how or why "history ropoags ol o .

First on the 1ist ‘18’ the 1insar ‘theory, Such a theory: .involves the following . .
assumptionss (a) Tho ides of progress, and (b) the idea of finality, Every eveni - .
:;al}a somewhere along’. the line, and is oither %ahoad" ‘or "behind" of any othors or,
st is an “agyangedr 03 a precodont ‘or "primitive" ovont.: in rolationship %o others.
Cf cowrso, no thooris®é intelligont mough to compilo a philosophy of history wovli -

/
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mske such an anslogy gm"~'ithe'réc":§£§:: v&rious waya'aodisaw,& ﬂ %Wméhﬁhe* pphiéﬂ o
fosted mind can'résort, ‘A linesr moniem “based upon fachs 9f \an egonomic type;csn.; . ..
agree that in a given period & nunber of, events were alike ~. tha‘t_gog;;gj, many-dege. .

ades the fingnasdl situstion of - the ‘oommon man 414 no ¢t change %0 eny:eignificant.

extent, To this stop-and-go linesrism ‘may be #dded the- Jump-tyo-alide-ome- tigpe, .. -
wherein ac tual regressive -events are 8dmitteds but no one. familiar with méthematicg: ..
is deceived into. thinking-a linear'theory" cyolical becaise tlp th,eofrmt‘,,1;_.:¢Adramr@;, o
splrals, -"Omward end upvard"* 'is the motto, 10 mat ter how,eplleptis the: progress og:
the pattcrn may ‘be, The very congepts .0f "~ stasis 'g;ﬁ‘élr.egqegg;gq'.implgvullheal-._:"move‘_j PR
ment, and the idea of progress, ¢ 7T el TRONT.OR gy Dby gt T

Tho: 4dge; of, £inality 1s’ perhaps pire. obvious’ ‘but a4t ¢ :

¢: idea:of. ‘ 8. 110 puey, PUL 84 Ungisane Yime more diffieoyltr
%o -statd:,, In the Hobraic eupormotural st hyngthosisé the' goals aro f£1%0d cond ‘etetoa:
history . begina wit h Adem axd:ends with MiYlenium,: Lincer rationalisms. ~involve tho
samc a8 sympt ion, *-The seci entl fi0" suparn turaliem of ,‘.‘G{ﬂg]}lg'?.v(ihough.g;t.'is_bam;:f‘
won a differcnt congeries, df. abjeotd’ than Hobraio superna turalism = khe . Pdot of
tcchnigpl .charge rather.'than the faot of mystical cxperi @ee - | prredicates an emi~ -
preduck, ., 8 momont. {hon ,¥hc millenisl period. mey. be, 8814 49 havo beguny: The. mom- ;.
cnt vhen an Intarnatipnal Savict 1s Yoo ame tho'.hwmen' race is suchen end-point, Whet -
exactly does this mcen? . It mesnd that at, the arrival of.thig. mament, however vari-
ously its oharactor is gdescribed, ‘history will stop ‘acting eag hisgtory. has scted wp °
%o that point...end stant acting in 2. different manncr, Events do not censg t0 hap~
pen, but with.the .guriysl of the Mi,llen,i‘um,‘.,t;he'ao,ipqt;f;q World-State, or tho So~
cielist Socicty,. tho pattern chamce, . B e S
dov 1f thore-is onc thing that wo have learnod from history, i is, %0 qute -
Henry Svstman, that ".from time to 'time tho same things happen."® No caroful spiral- -
ling of a linear notion oen disguise thc faot that . evidernces. from ..othor arts aad.
sciecnces show regular. recurrance, . The oxamplo altod in: Pantomns -is.one fact ing
vest body of facts + “For thc purposcs of this cssay I. shal) olte, not- a. tabulation.:
of thoso evidences, but smother evidence 0f the same kind - | that .anong the philosp- -
phers of the last, tyo thousamd yesrs - inc luding men who followed ilarx, men such as -.
E.T .Bell,10m0ynbee 1 ana Spengler-~ larx is the only one of any importence who. foumd -
a linear rationalism tenable, 1In the present century .there are only two other lins~
arists (Ouspengkil2 emd Sentaysnald), end of these. two, one is a mys tlo,‘the other.a -
skeptic. When one adds to this evidence the fact of - the Marxisn procedure, 15 o ;
comes evident that his lconoclasm is far from the result. of insight ~ -for note that .
the "dialectic" which is' the }}fgrxim mothod. . of examining, facts and reasoning from -°
them is the invention of Hogel'*, a man who hgbed the empirical method,-diatructod\
sclenco, agreed with Spengler on the reliability of numéroiogy,. swore thet nobody,
including himself, undrestood what ho wrote,  end. besed'd. lifotime's work wpodt tao -
idea,that a state or nation 1s 2 living organiam, “Qut of sush stuff was Historical
Necessity contrived.,, Naturally I em not implying that Marz himself beltaved al:
these. things; but it is foot that he .considered s method. 0f reasoning derived from

suc h egsumptions %o bo the best mothod ©f oxamining bigtory;" eml-1t.camot be anmy-
thing bubt evident 'that tho 1ittle that vas useful in the diesleotic, has now bem ar

tho roughly outdated by symbolic ‘logie amd -Hhs oalelus '.of;;'e?:?ﬁa"tpme . 088 the linoar

mebephysics has boen demned by Einstein an«d':tho'?'da]'.'dtjz,l;:m“v,q't‘.;f._n;w.‘i.ictiqn,.'» e

- Nor is this all, for ve have a8 yet ssid no thing abouy the ménis’a\-'pluralist;'.
entithesis, The problem of determmining vhich categories pf. events have-significance’
and which have not involves explaining rocurremces, If t'fmm'“ia -one. basie kind o7
evidence which, from sge to age, acourately - Andicates the hgture of.the. historicel

’ ‘ e Fne OF situation in ofhor esbegorics, il
invariably involve coms iderabdle gymastic dove-tailing,: ‘Whilﬁ-,,‘thg'.Marxign,oconcmj_?
pattern is naively climbing through %echnological revolutiong the Mprinley pattern-i .
07 charge of govermmnt. vith change of military technique is. l'ashin'gf'h'ack and fortn
Aile a 7insgar e2], and Pareto's elitosib egre drowlating withous mgg.}i_w;gg;uygg__@;_

e

* Cr, "Onward and downzard,” @8 with Hordaws aad derversd,
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ther faowr. Mam ‘then among aoaml phl’losophere have baen abzae. $0. tam thaae Lnter-
nal ﬂuctuationa nto, 860 ount . ~30 bring us ful]. ;role baock to Jemes, One might say
thet these 'are’ ‘tough-mi_ded men’ who do npt reguire a box universe -'ee one of their
creature comforts,  while tepﬁeminﬁed philospphers require &’ mniati,e mataphyeioa,_
8 universe neatly oowarable with'a \faw ‘blﬁmting dogma tiema, .. -~:i'. :
The followers of Marx are an ¢yven mpre. tender-minded 1ot Having &imvered .
theory of history which-covers thirty 0f the $hirty-two.-facte atont everhs that:. they
know, they are quite gontent to eailor or aveu b0 lop off the leffovers, rether than
%o invectigate-. the work 0f other men upon'its own grouxﬂs. ‘For the comfort deriva-"
ble from the assurances thet %18y have a Lesésr, sre pea‘smfﬂd by the Qapitelists, -

-:-‘4 " T A et > .l.a" - B

end inevitably will reach the il lenium, t‘hey avd low wmle tho. quasi ~Pasol st .Hogol- '

isn bludgeoning of words (btstesnlesstrecs), ‘and . vith 4 perfoctly etraight faca do-
clerc thet thoy have. axrived by rogson ab ﬁ;h,e qonoludion hat history stops fmotion-.
ing vhen Weo take ovefs S50 great ls the i apparhnt nesd; for their metaphysiocs to bs .
tigh% es a trive% or an _apple-pie that ﬂhs will not snbjaol; 1% vo the tests wbich,
eny science muet: pasBs
: Marxiam’s one-?plu,p brianeation. providee 80 incamplete 8.
pattorn that scsmaly tvo Socia‘né’oa oan agr.ee on rhat aotions it pradica'oea as‘f‘
meanlnsful g :
and' 80 'insubstential faotually tpat 11;3 prediction_a hnve t.tme and ti.me-
sgain been diooovered to 'bo pure fantasy. _
“TF gno roader thim the previous sen~
tence too strongly oolored, he’ should oonsidt . the wrif Mge of, lawer-day Marzists, -
or question Marxists smong his Priends; ho w1l find the £scte. to be s, »statoa,‘
thaough the on:)tion-‘rords, naturally. will bo.a 1ittle differan,‘s. Sy _
NO reasonable olaim can be made that a o£ the other man, named in this essay om .
provide histor ical’ patterns whioh comple ly fulﬁll tixa functions required of his~
torical rationalism. As i1n the naturgl ‘ol ences, there is :no heelthier attitude
than a suspension of" Judegannw ii’ 1% ia acgompanied by eontinual Anvestigation,
. Each of those mep provides a disparate ‘point: of View,. ﬂclms diffevent = types ., of
patterns, emp‘msdea di fferent olassos of. evmta., .Among tm there. is. @ oomuen de= -
nomingtor, end this denominator is ﬁnﬁa’bie; for that muob., at loeet, - the physiocal
salcuces have providea trus tworthy evidonee. , The task 18 mwh simplcr Q,tban i waam
1306, - :
Eat it cannot. yet bo expeotod %o givo 1n to so simplo—mindod en invcaﬂgation ea,
taet vhioh Ma"xists consj.dar adequato, . b , :
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1, Willizm Jemes; 'Pre
2. Josc Ortcgo y Gassoty ‘
3. Oswald Spcengler: - The Deeline 0f 4

4, George Herberts. Parochislism in g' a,tgr;cel Thcog . . C
5. MNax Nordaus e@ncragign oo Ceee 0o e .

6, anthologys ‘The Biblo. ~ U R VS RS ST
7. H. G, Wollss. Tho Bhape of Things o ¢
8., Honry E, Sostman; Thc | L
9, Marcus Lyonss Fantornas T
10, Erio Tomple Bollg ' ' B o
11, Arnold J. Toynbocs
12, P, D, Ousponskiys
i3, Georgo ‘Santoyanas . Rodson in Roligion B T
14, G, V. F, Hogol; Philosophy of Historg . B S TR
i54 Bilas loKinleys Demogracy ggg_mutary Pawer R O
16,°Vilfrcdo paratos Tho Mind emmd ggoiotg T tta o di Bogiologia Gomralc)
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‘4th Meilings . It 19 the pureah of
: . ‘pleasures %o welcame .
STEFANTASY , whose improvement .over .A.
DLNGEROUS THING will doubtless be 80
frequently commented upon’ elsewhore in
this mailing thet I noed ‘do md> more than
mention it, It ia, for me, mush ‘cmsicr

to onthuso over the somcbimée-ndbt-guitow .
professional print ~job than over the .
heving -dono

-noatness of, . s'ay. SAPFHOS

typesotting and printing mysocif, I am
. puch more improseed.by- tho hours of lov-

'ing osre Demncr has put in then dy the
porellel expendituro of monoy 'by Moasrs

-Watson and Ebey . Furthemro,“ tho rc-‘_
sult :is ‘worth reading, The Hollywood

_ Menace: m rks upon & general trend I
"déplored specifically in the first V-R
RECQRD REVIET; ne@dloss to eny, 1 em
" hgartily in accord, Thc notc on'vator=
proof matches reminds mo that ton yoars
ego I wae carrying kitchon matchcs coat-
ed with sodium sillcate; the stuff 18
slowly water-solublo, ‘but the fin=

ishod product would roéist soaking for 3

a goodly numbor of hours, It took two
scratches’ to light *em, first onc %o got
the ocoating off tho hoad, (Can anybody

think up a eituation where omne's 1ifgo -
' Dmbeat:

might depcnd upon a matoh s lighting on
first stroke?
questions I'm really curious about it.)
Joe Kemmedy's comment = on AGENBITE
roints up what has been for me the prin-
ciple excellence 0f every copy of that
“magazine I have sceny variety., I am in-
clined to guestion, howovor, the wiedom
of printing onc of onc's own worst pocms
direotly undor ,ome (f Honry Sostmen's
pes t...8ing ho for a Lowndes doodle -that
has two Jagged lires and a feeling of
composit ion in 1t,,,.Sing haw for Hart's
parable,
loetine had fallen vengefully upon it¢.
Putting 4nnals of Arkya into the meil-
ing at 8 timc when Lowndes 18 striving
for a more meturc style ie somothing of
an injustice to the poot, but on other

$

This is not a rhetoriocal -

- mato,
. member'e: rnte.’. ‘Aside from tho evidonsos

eand would that Lowndes' gull~ -

' mmm-nqrs -

X :comta PHAN'DASM i .o weleome addi~

‘tiod. ' I'remember the 0ld ‘dsys o0f the
PHANTLGRAFH w;th greaet . pleasure, and -

~. hope - 0 ‘ago ‘something similer here. iAs
- for $ht poema thansoclvos, thoy arc good
".Lovooraft  and: doubtloss will. bo widely.

onjoyed by the audienco that most minor -
of writors sanchow has  cllcotod, Tho
narrative: sonnot 1s not an casy fom &

"Lovmdos has used it ekil;lfully in Lovo-

ncraft'e ovn mamney, .
JFLING is funny in a. pleasgnt,mforc—
od way. Por eight yoars mov Futuris and

- most of..the rost of fondem heve boon 80

dooply intruiged W GhuGhuism thot, thoy

. geen t0 have hed no time %o develop eny

schse of humdbr ‘of their owmn, A48 a ro-
gult, - 1t'¢ ' groteful - to find eomobody
leughing thro\gh his om mouth for o
change,

DISCRETE, tm qugazmo rith cven edg-
¢s ond dooklod margina, is emothor caso
of o Futurien '.-.‘tth hor own sonse 0f huw
mor, - Sposial ‘énthusinem for tho Knight
fairy tele, a-form in which he is obvi-
ously et home, I think ¢tho Tosdstool,
hov.ever, should have bdon loft on tho
\'all vhn:re it vae drun »

Ae for as I knor, nobody
“‘else has had the courage
to0 apply for tm 730b " thus far, dut I'1l
go out ‘on the 1limb far enough to declare

. that Lowu&ba +hoald have the Managership
. regardless,

“f've watched his schivitivs
An Vanguard‘B “bohslf for six montls,
- from tho vantag Zpoint  of en spartmoni-
and ' I%¢hinke ho has ‘carnod ovory

.0f fruiﬁul ldvor- visible in the reguler
appearanges He tha 'mailinge and in the

. .VANGUARD  AMATEUR /‘his indefatigable let-

tor-uriting'! a;nﬂ,glruming up of nev mom-
bere - hus songimed a great deal of his
time; and it would bo a grave mistakc to
replace sush Erove’n sinccro cnthusiasm -
with somcone whoso'calibre is untest ed,
Boing Officiadl HMnmger, furthcrmerc,
moans having a- vote on.the BOA in suc

o .
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ceoding ycars, a position for which Doc
has proven himself qualified,
Lowndes for Prosidento.

. proso sense what littlo onoc gains

Bombshollsy¥. Comes now +tho close oOf
the yoar, when tho Board
of Advisors docides - who gots invited to
renow, Members have no votc in this
metter, which is probably just as woll;
on the.othcr hand, we all have an intor--.

ost in keeping the quality of the mail=- .

ings pt the levol predicated by theiori-. !

ginal prospecotus, ‘and consequently mosh
of us must havo somo hopcs regarding who
gots the wot in diesor hoil'gen Stunde.

in guostion in BEnglish, If ono lmovs
Gormon thoso two stenzes arc marvelously
effective; if not, thon ono loses in
in
Zinmeistorized rhythm, Without Henry's
approval, I offor tho folloving transla- .
tion: . . : ‘
"For what I foared not
- is como upon mo
N\, vhat troubled mc not
i ) hath struck me down,"

b m a1 not content? . - |

Was I not well at phece?’ i

- Had'I not foumd quiot? -
. - I havo found veariness'" .

Exoluding those members who are on 3

the "insufficient activity" list, there
seem to me to be two members whose re=
jection ‘upon grounds of quality. shopld
be unprotestable, These %wo arpcEldkéc
B, Wollheim* and H, Loren Simn; the for-
. mer having shown herself to be & person
full of second or third-hand truisms and
ons completely ignorant of written Eng-
lish; the latter, a membor determined %o
give us nothing but thé most pedestrian
and vepid kind of “fan" matorial,

Perhaps the very notion of turaing a- .
way @ rencwal upon grounds of quality is
foreign to eajey concoptibns = 1t must
ocrtainly be suspoct emong our own Ziss-
man-Knight faction, which holds that sn-
ything a membor choosos to publish goos
in an a.p.8, A8 Vanguardifs hace had
~ tho opportunity of obsorving, howovor, I.

am inclinod (being misled, no doubt, by °

the Prospcctus.and -the Constitution) to
consider Vangusrd as o purveyor of itoms
I shell went to road morc than onco; and
throughout the year ' havo consistontly
thrown,out eny publication, no matter
how ncat or sinccro, which wastodny

,“Fréuda

being ridiculous in poetryg it is, in-
stead, 8 sort of libtrettese — my best
approximation of the sense, with as lit-
tle distortion of the inimitable metre
end tonality of the German as I can‘men-
ege. Henry himself, perheps more sensi-
bly, prefers a more synonymized version:
‘"Dhe thing that I did not fear is
~come upon mc" . 4
",..I was not in safoty,
neithor had I rost
ncithey wes I quick
yot troublo came"
which mskes a startling contrast with

_the 17th-Century richnoss of the English
“of tho romaindor of tho poem,

) (For tho
faoilc among us, it is worth noting that
this trenslation is not litoral,oithor,)

- The sudden inundation of tho
insccticido markot with 3% IDT
products (it is inoffective bolow 5%)
hase noy becont oppod by an ovcn more oyn-
ical bit of chicanery: the appesa¥rance of
a flea powdor called "TTD," which does

net contein ovon & tracoc of dichloro-di-

The Pure Food

‘This is not exaot, exact translation .

6ime and money in blithering, Into.my

] . phenyl-trighloroethene.
boneyerd in 1945 went 211, Highpoints No

' and Drug 4ct doubtless will look the oth-

1, Leprechaun #4, -Sappho, Modern Oon-
cept, Orying Snowflakes, IT, Parnassus,&
Phontegraph Vol 14 £3; and only the part
thoy took in the Pound controversy ro-
toined a mumber of others 1in my onvol-
0pEs,

It occuts to mo
that the Sost-
men pocm in RENASCENCE #2 1losos & frac-
tion of its effoct for tho onc-languago
rcader - though it would losc four timacs
its effect to othars wero tho passages

Explication du textes

.er way as usual, After all, Lisserine
has been dofoding tho reputation of a
- groaet sciontist for yeers by calling it—~
solf en antiseptic, and nobody has dono
so much as scowl officially,

Erratum: . In tho historical ossay:
for "the materielism of

- Spongleor," plcaso rcad '"thc mysticism,"

*This is hardly a bombshell now, of
courae; it was so labolod whilo I still
imagined DAW to bc an old friond of minec,



